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2019 NO BRAINER 
DRY CREEK VALLEY 

MERLOT
90 POINTS – JEB DUNNUCK 

Coming from the Dry Creek Valley region in Sonoma, the 2019 Merlot Dry Creek has a 

solid bouquet of ripe red and black fruits, hints of leather, Asian spices, and a touch of 

tobacco. This pleasure-bent, up-front, medium-bodied Merlot has soft tannins, tons of 

charm, and would be a heck of a house red to enjoy over the coming 3-5 years or more. 

2/16/23 

 

90 POINTS – THE WINE INDEPENDENT 

The 2019 Merlot Dry Creek Valley, with 3% Malbec in the blend, is deep garnet-purple 

in color. It prances out with eager-to-please note of black cherry compote and fruitcake 

leading to nuances of Indian spices and fallen leaves. The full-bodied palate is rich, 

velvety, and seductive, with plenty of freshness to deliver lift and finishing with 

impressive length. 3/28/24 

 

The 2019 No Brainer Dry Creek Valley Merlot offers beautiful aromas of ripe black 

currant, blackberry liqueur, black cherry and raspberry compote. Layers of purple 

flowers, mocha, underbrush and loamy soil round out the fruit forward nose. The palate 

showcases layered texture and finesse. The dark fruit and sweet toasty oak coat the 

palate with a gorgeous enduring finish. 

 
VARIETAL  97% Merlot 

3% Malbec 
 

APPELLATION  86% Dry Creek Valley  

11% Chalk Hill 

3% Napa Valley 
 

SOIL    Gravelly clay loam 

Gravelly sandy loam 
 

FARMING   Sustainable 
 

OAK     100% French oak (50% new) 
 

AGING  30 months 
 

ALCOHOL   14.9%  
 

PRODUCTION  1,356 cases 


